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THE PROJECT 
The collective project “Parola ai giovani” – Voice to the young  on  the drafting of  
the “Change Manifesto”, in collaboration with the Vatican Museums and 
MAXXI National Museum of  21st Century Art in Rome, is the follow up to sin-
ger-songwriter Giovanni Caccamo’s latest album “Parola”.  
The album is based on the call made by writer Andrea Camilleri, who asked 
young people to be the forerunners of  a new humanism based on giving new va-
lue to words. Each song on the album is inspired by a piece of  Italian or foreign 
literature, whether modern or contemporary, introducing each track and inter-
preted by artists Willem Dafoe, Patti Smith & Jesse Paris Smith, Aleida 
Guevara as well as by other voices in an intergenerational dialogue. 
The “Voice to the young” project was conceived after the release of  the album, and is 
based on the assumption that the contribution of  thousands of  young people was 
needed to elicit a new Humanism. Thus, two roll call questions were launched, 
“What would you change about the society you live in and how? What 
is your word for change?”.  
Thousands of  young people answered these questions in writing. Each one of  
them chose a word of  change and wrote a short composition summarizing what 
they would change as well as practical ways on how they would achieve it. The 
Call for Ideas was addressed to young people of  all religions, cultures and social 
backgrounds. Diversity is treasured as a value for building the future. 
The fifteen young authors of  the most brilliant compositions joined in an artistic 
performance, inside Raffaello’s Stanza della Segnatura in the Vatican Mu-
seums to discuss change and the future. During the session, Marco Anelli, pro-
duced an extraordinary photo-reportage.  
As a follow up to the discussion a Manifesto was drafted which was published in 
May 2023 by Treccani, prefaced by Pope Francis. 
Since there is no future without past, and wishing to connect analog with digital, 
some of  the young people’s compositions were overprinted on cotton cloth paper 
with lead typefaces, based on Gutenberg’s 15th-century technique. Each one of  
these works was then given to a great contemporary Master who produced an in-
spirational artwork based on the endless and timeless exchange among genera-
tions. The lineup of  the artists who joined this project was impressive: Maurizio 
Cattelan, Mario Ceroli, Emilio Isgrò, Mimmo Jodice, Giulia 
Napoleone, Mimmo Paladino, Michelangelo Pistoletto, Arnaldo Po-
modoro and others.  

Proceeds from the sale of  the book and works are donated to the Andrea Bocel-
li Foundation to support scholarships for young people in need. 
On September 1, 2023, the documentary on the project was screened and pre-
sented at the Venice Film Festival.  
7 April 2024, at the UN General Assembly in New York, the call for ideas will be 
open to all students around the world to draft the international edition of  the 
Manifesto for Change - Youth and future.  







LETTER TO YOUNG PEOPLE 
POPE FRANCIS 

Dear all, 
in our time, we feel a great fear of  change because we do not know how to en-
dure uncertainty and withdraw in the face of  dangers, real or fictitious. This fear 
reveals a pessimistic view of  human freedom and historical processes, as if  there 
was nothing more we could do to avoid catastrophe. One fails to see that behind 
every crisis lies also an opportunity. 
On the other hand, however, it is also true that we speak too often and superficial-
ly about the need for change: it has become a trend, to which we are becoming 
accustomed. Therefore, slogans, symbols and statements are often made up. One 
advertises with change, which fuels selfishness and partisan interests. The chal-
lenge is open at this point: be a change-maker! 
There is a popular Argentine poem that is very dear to me, the Martin Fierro. It 
was published many years ago, in 1872, and yet remains relevant in many re-
spects. Among other things, it says: “If  you sing, make sure/that you sing with 
feeling/Do not use the instrument/only for the sake of  talking/and try to sing/
only what is worthwhile”. 
This is the message I want to leave you with: in a world where communication 
shapes our social living and also our choices, you are called to dig out words with-
in your experience to express the longing for a new world.  Avoid all singing that 
is ‘just for the sake of  talking’.  
Express words of  change, but in a way that is not just a change of  words. Commit 
to changing the lives of  the people around you who need you. This will be proof  
that you mean it. “Love must be placed more in deeds than in words”, wrote St 
Ignatius of  Loyola. He was right. One must speak with one's whole life. At a time 
when words have lost their weight and lack the 'spark' that makes them alive, it is 
life that will tell whether your words are actually truthful: speak by your whole life! 
The words you share with each other will create bonds, capable of  articulating 
your ideas and feelings, but also of  driving you to action, commitment, and 
struggle. Share them with each other, but also with people older than you, espe-
cially the elderly. You will be able to imagine a new world if  you are able to be 
listening to the dreams of  your grandparents. Keep the thread among genera-
tions taut, without allowing yourself  to fall into empty utopias.  
Discuss, but be aware that you engage in dialogue by acting together for the good 
of  all, otherwise it is "academia". From working together then comes comparison, 
debate and increasing mutual understanding, openness to the perspectives of  
others.  
Where there is life there is change, fear, research, uncertainty, hope. Let us move 
forward, then, and with courage! 



7 APRIL 2024 
On April 7, 2024, during the “Change the World Forum” held at the UN Gener-
al Assembly in New York, the call for ideas will be opened to all students world-
wide. Their contributions will become the international issue of  the Manifesto 
for Change - Youth and future.  
The ‘Change the World Model UN New York’ is the most prestigious event with-
in the “CWMUN World Program”. 
More than 5,000 students from all over the world will become the ambassadors 
of  the Un Member States to attest a model of  sustainable development of  our 
planet based on the values of  democracy and tolerance. 



 
THE ARTWORKS 

Since there is no future without past, and wishing to connect analog with digital, 
some of  the young people’s compositions were overprinted on cotton cloth paper 
with lead typefaces, based on Gutenberg’s 15th-century technique.  
Each one of  these works was then given to a great contemporary Master who 
produced an inspirational artwork based on the endless and timeless exchange 
among generations. The lineup of  the artists who joined this project was impres-
sive: Maurizio Cattelan, Mario Ceroli, Emilio Isgrò, Mimmo Jodice, 
Giulia Napoleone, Mimmo Paladino, Michelangelo Pistoletto, Arnal-
do Pomodoro and others. 
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THE EXHIBITION 
The exhibition “The Shape of  Words”, curated by Micol Forti, is an 
unprecedented dialogue between ten masters of  Italian contemporary art - 
Maurizio Cattelan, Mario Ceroli, Emilio Isgrò, Mimmo Jodice, 
Giulia Napoleone, Mimmo Paladino, Michelangelo Pistoletto, 
Fabrizio Plessi, Arnaldo Pomodoro, Guido Strazza - and the dreams and 
ideas of  the new generations. The exhibition represents a further addition to the 
multifaceted project launched by Giovanni Caccamo on 31 March 2022 to 
give life to a new humanism. 

The exhibition, from which a valuable catalogue was drawn, was shown at the 
Rimini Meeting and at the Museo del Novecento in Milan.  

 



THE WALL OF CHANGE 
In May 2023, the installation Wall of  Change, the symbol of  union and bond 
among cultures religions and identities through love and an evolutionary vision of  
a future in sharing and harmony, was unveiled. The installation is a white led wall 
connected to the website murodelcambiamento.it where everyone can type in their 
own language, their word of  change that will be instantly displayed on the led 
wall. The #WallOfChange was displayed at the Vatican Museums, the 
MAXXI Museum in Rome, Palazzo Vecchio in Florence, the Museo del 
Novecento in Milan and many other cultural venues. The wall can be replicated 
and placed in other museums around the world as a symbol of  peace and future. 

 

http://murodelcambiamento.it


GIOVANNI CACCAMO 
Singer-songwriter discovered by songwriter and artist Maestro Franco Battiato. 

Performed at Sanremo Song Festival.  

Collaborations with Willem Dafoe, Andrea Bocelli, Patti Smith, Lang 
Lang, Antony and the Johnsons, Franco Battiato, Elisa, Patty Pravo and 
many other Italian and international artists.  

In September 2015, Giovanni voice for the Disney Pixar short film “Lava”. 

On January 14, 2017, appointed UNESCO Youth Ambassador and Advocate of  
Andrea Bocelli Foundation. 

Following the 68th Sanremo Festival, his song Eterno made over 10 MLN views 
and 5 MLN streaming.  

“Eterno Tour” made over 50 dates all over the world, landing for the first time in 
New York, Lima, Santiago, Rancagua, Tokyo, Budapest, Cairo, Tunis, Algiers.  

On April 26, 2022, represented Italy at the “Pathway to Paris: Earth Day 
50” Festival, featuring Michael Stipe, Patti Smith, Johnny Depp, Flea of  
the Red Hot Chili Peppers, Ben Harper and others. The concert, orga-
nized by Jesse Paris Smith and Rebecca Foon, celebrated the 50th anniversary of  
Earth Day.  

On Sept. 17, 2021, “Parola”, his fourth album made by original songs was re-
leased, with special guest collaborations by Willem Dafoe, Aleida Guevara, 
Patti Smith & Jesse P. Smith, Liliana Segre, Michele Placido, Beppe 
Fiorello and Andrea Camilleri. 

On 21 December 2022 he was the author of the “Agora of change”, an artistic 
performance inside Raffaello’s Stanza della Segnatura in the Vatican Museums 
to discuss change and the future. During the session, Marco Anelli, Marina 
Abramovic’s longtime photographer, produced an extraordinary photo-reportage.  

On May 12, 2023, he published the Manifesto for Change, with the ex-
traordinary preface by Pope Francis, a volume in which sixty young people out-
line an evolving future. Inside the Manifesto, twelve unpublished works by Ar-
naldo Pomodoro, Emilio Isgrò, Fabrizio Plessi, Ferdinando Scianna, 
Francesca Cataldi, Giulia Napoleone, Guido Strazza, Mario Ceroli, Maur-
izio Cattelan, Michelangelo Pistoletto, Mimmo Jodice and Mimmo Paladino. 

Since 2023 he has been the artistic director of the cultural program of the Arnal-
do Pomodoro Foundation. 

On Dec. 11, 2023, he presented the “Manifesto for Change” at the United 
Nations in New York, together with Andrea Bocelli Foundation. 
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